





Palms to Ashes 


      
      
        




       
         
      

    





Ash Wednesday - February 22 –  
Mass Schedule with Distribution of Ashes 



 

Lenten Practices and Obligations 













Reconciliation








      





  

  









CMF 6TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER, DECEMBER 13, 2011 

  
   


     
   
      
      

     


    
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
As a parish, we continue to celebrate our golden 
jubilee. In December we enjoyed a wonderful 
Christmas concert by our many church 
musicians, under the direction of Ted and Lisa 
Singer. The St. Charles School Christmas Show 
under the direction of Jeremy Samudio was also 
enjoyed by many. There was a good response to 
the Vatican II program, and the live nativity has 
become a real tradition here.  
 
At the beginning of this New Year we focus a 
little more on the school. On the last Sunday of 
January we have our annual open house and the 
Spaghetti Dinner. This year we are introducing 
our new child care program that we will open 
next fall. In March we will hold our Parish Fish 
Fry and Monte Carlo that was such a success 
last year enabling us to support our athletic 
programs and complete the new playground.  
 
Our special Lenten program will feature three 
inspiring models for all of us, St. Charles 
Borromeo, our patron saint, Thomas Merton, 
perhaps the most influential American Catholic 
of the past century, and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
the foundress of the Sisters of Charity, whose 
members have played an important role in the 
history of our parish. We have three wonderful 
presenters, and will provide food before each 
program. Fr. Richard Vasko, the liturgical 
designer of our church, will also give a lecture 
during Lent.  
 
We had another meeting with Paul Malia, a 
gifted artist, who is working on a collage of our 
parish. When it is completed this summer prints 
will be made available for purchase.  

 

The pilgrimage in the fall has been changed. 
Instead of traveling to Northern Italy, we will 
journey to Ireland. The initial response has been 
enthusiastic. Brochures for the trip will be 
available by early February. 
 
I have begun signing the letters that thank our 
parishioners for their contributions for the past 
year. I am always in awe of the generosity of so 
many of our people. Since our stewardship 
programs this past fall, our collections have 
risen, and at least for now we are comfortably 
ahead of budget. We also received two bonuses. 
Through the efforts of Maggie Collins, we 
received a $100,000 grant for capital 
improvements in our church, and we received 
the final installment from the Rentz bequest. 
This, too, will enable us to fund some major 
capital improvements in our facilities.  
 
Finally I want to thank everyone who gave gifts 
to Fr. Tim, Brian, and me at the rectory. I now 
have five pounds to loose before I go skiing.  
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

 
 

FLU SEASON IS HERE! If you 
are not feeling well, but choose to 
participate in the Sunday Liturgy; please 
refrain from drinking from the cup to 
protect others from illness. Additionally, 
offering the Sign of Peace may be done in the form of 
a nod of the head and simply saying, “Peace be with 
you.” Washing hands thoroughly before attending 
Mass is another very helpful precaution. It is important 
that children also take these same precautions. 
 

St. Charles Borromeo Parish, 4500 Ackerman Blvd., 
Kettering, OH 45429, publishes the St. Charles LIGHT. It is 
printed monthly (except July) for the entertainment, 
information and education of its readers. Articles may be 
submitted to the Parish Office one month prior to the printed 
issue.  Thank you – Communications Department 
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TO ST. CHARLES PARISH! 

The priests, staff and members of St. Charles wish 
to welcome the following new parishioners who 
recently registered as members of our parish. We 
are pleased you have joined our parish family and 
look forward to seeing you at Masses and our 
parish activities. 

Patrick & Jean Cotter 

Dominque & Lacynda Gurdon 

Natalie Held 

Shirley Lee 

Brian & Sara Mills 

Brittany Naas 

Steven & Ashley Nonnenman 

Valera Schmit 

John & Judith Sullivan 

Victoria Wong 
 

 

 

NURSING HOME UPDATE: 

The following parishioners are residing in local nursing 
homes. Remember them with prayers, visits, and cards. 

Bethany Village: Barbara Alexander,  
Rosemary Hemmelgarn, Frank Parenti 
Elmcroft: Rita Kremer 
Heartland of Miamisburg: Marisa Parsons  
Liberty: Marj O’Dell 
Pinnacle Point: Sheila Pflaum, Pilar Weiss 
Oak Creek: Bill Link, Michael Macchia, Miriam 
Stewart. 
St. Leonards: Nancy Breitenstein, Adella Feldman 
Brookdale: Rita Gustin, Pauline Holt 
Sanctuary: Louise Malogorski 
Trinity: Isabel Grommon, Michelina Manzo,  
Joseph Marasco 
Walnut Creek: Mary Howe, Frank Seiler  
Wood Glen: John Seitz 
 
If we have missed anyone, we are sorry. Kindly call 
the name to the Parish Office (434-6081). 
 

 
Please call the Parish Office at 434-6081 when 
anyone is sick or confined so the parish may 
provide for their spiritual needs.  

 

 
Katelyn Theresa Dieter, daughter of Joseph & 
Cheryl Klohe. 

Lydia Gurdon, daughter of Dominique and 
Lacynda (Cowdrey) Gurdon. 

Ava Alexandra Lu, daughter of Myro & 
Juntaewathip (Boonyaganon) Lu. 

Colin Michael Maroney, daughter of Michael & 
Kelly (Horton) Maroney. 

Rylan Joseph Morgan, son of Justin & Emily 
(Good) Morgan. 

Noah David Mueller, son of Bradley & Rebecca 
(Belcher) Mueller. 

Liam Scott Neal, son of Scott & Jacqueline 
(Dippold) Neal. 

Ava Elizabeth Osborne, daughter of Walter & 
Elizabeth (Moore) Osborne. 

Valerie Carmel Tozbikain, daughter of Gary & 
Stephanie (Schmenk) Tozbikain. 
 

BAPTISM SCHEDULING: We are currently 
scheduling baptisms for the Sundays between now 
and February 19. The season of Lent begins on 
February 22 with Ash Wednesday and lasts for 6 
weeks. We will not be celebrating any baptisms 
during Lent, but will resume baptisms after Easter. 
If you wish to schedule a baptism, please contact 
Erin Fanning at efanning@stcharles-kettering.org 
or call 434-9272. 
 

A BIBLICAL WALK THROUGH THE MASS:  
Due to popular demand, this five week series will 
be offered once again during Lent. A Biblical Walk 

through the Mass provides a unique tour of the 
timeless Liturgy. It explores the biblical roots of 
the words and gestures we experience in Mass and 
explains their profound significance. Participants 
will see why they say what they say, and do what 
they do every week at Mass. The words and 
gestures will be seen in a new light, leading them 
to a richer, more fruitful worship experience. This 

study is the perfect way to learn about the Mass 

in the context of the new translation. The series 
will be held on Thursdays from 7-8:30 pm 
February 23, March 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29. Participant 
fee is $20.00 for workbook and other materials. 
Pre-registration necessary, call 434-9272. 
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Annulment 

Informational Evening 
 

Wednesday   February 15, 2012 

7:00—8:00 pm Charles Borromeo Room 

Presenters: Fr. Gerald Haemmerle and 

Brenda Tibbits  
 

Many Catholics are hurting because of their marital 

situations.  Some are divorced and remarried outside 

of the Catholic Church. Some are married to a 

divorced person. Many families have parents, 

children, grandchildren who are divorced and are 

concerned about their relationship with the Catholic 

Church.  In many cases, the Catholic Church provides a 

solution through the annulment process. For others, 

information is all that is needed to get an 

understanding of the Church's teachings and to move 

forward toward a path of reconciliation. This evening 

is an opportune time to deal with these hurting 

situations. 

� What is the procedure for applying for an 

annulment? 

� Does an annulment affect the legitimacy of 

children? 

� How long does the process take? 

� How much does it cost? 
 

These and other concerns will be addressed. 
 

Trained procurator/advocates for the annulment 

process will be available to answer individual 

questions. 
 

For more information please contact Brenda Tibbits at 
434-6081 or btibbits@stcharles-kettering.org. 
 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS & SOUP SUPPER: 
Our St. Charles Knights of Columbus Msgr. 

Lawrence K. Breslin Council 
invites you to enjoy a free simple 
soup supper on Fridays before 
Stations of the Cross during the 
Lenten Season. We will be 
serving from a choice of 

homemade soups in the Charles Borromeo Room 
from 6:15 pm until 7:00 pm. Bring the family for 
some fellowship and light nourishment. 

 

Sunday Evening Lenten Series 

Walking in the Footsteps of…  
St. Charles Borromeo       Thomas Merton      St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, SC 

Come and be nourished and inspired by these holy 

men and woman 

Each Sunday Evening 

Dinner: 6:00 p.m. 
Presentation 6:30 p.m.  
Close: 7:30 p.m. 
First Night Cost: $7.00 per person 
 

March 4: The Life and Times of our Parish 

Patron, Charles Borromeo 

Presenter: Fr. Ted Ross 
 

March 11: Thomas Merton – Monk, poet, 

writer, mystic and social activist 

Presenter: Fr. Bill Thomas 
 

March 18: Sr. Elizabeth Ann Seton, SC, the first 
native-born citizen of the United States to be 
canonized, and established the first Catholic School in 

the U.S.   Presenter: Sr. Ellen Murphy, S.C 
 

R.S.V.P. to Diana Scharf at 434-9272, or e-mail 
her at dscharf@stcharles-kettering.org 
 

The 2012 Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass 
for couples celebrating their 50th wedding 
anniversaries will be held on April 14 at 2:00 pm at 
Immaculate Conception, Dayton. Rev. Lawrence 
Mierenfeld will be the principal celebrant. Couples 
celebrating their Golden and Silver anniversaries 
during 2012 should call the Parish Office (434-6081) 
by February 11, 2012. The parish will coordinate 
the invitations to the Golden Anniversary celebration 
at Immaculate Conception and distribute the scrolls 
for couples celebrating special anniversaries. 

Mark your calendars for the parish celebration on 
Sunday, May 20 at the 10:45 am liturgy for couples 
observing their 25th, 50th, 60th, 70th & 75th 
anniversaries. All scrolls will be presented at the 
parish celebration. For questions or concerns, call Sr. 
JoAnne 434-6081. 
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UPCOMING RETREATS: Please register 

for retreats by calling 434-9272 or e-mail 

dscharf@stcharles-kettering.org. 
 

WOMEN’S RETREAT: EMBRACING OUR 
ORDINARY LIFE: FINDING THE BLESSINGS 
WITHIN. Presenter: Mary Wlordarski, Mary is 
Pastoral Associate at Holy Trinity Parish and a 
very popular, insightful and humorous retreat 
presenter. Please join us on February 11, 9:00 am-
5:00 pm. Registration Fee: $15.00 Includes lunch. 
Invite a friend. Those outside the parish are most 
welcome. 

MEN’S RETREAT: FINDING COURAGE 
AND STRENGTH IN AN AGE OF 
UNCERTAINTY: Presenter: Mr. Tom Wray. Tom 
is hospital Chaplin at Mercy Health Partners. We 
will be exploring family challenges, being persons 
of integrity, and finding balance and Christ in our 
daily lives. Sponsored by the Catholic Men’s 
Fellowship of St. Charles, March 3, Mass at 8:30 
(optional) Retreat begins at 9:00 am-12N. 
 

CHUCK WAGON Promotes Good Health  
Each year Chuck Wagon brings to 
our parish a panel of health specialists 
speaking on important topics related 
to good health. This year's 
presentation is set for Wednesday, 

February 15, in our Charles Borromeo Room. The 
program includes:  
10:00 am - Gathering 
10:30 am - “Alternative methods of pain management" 
12 Noon - Catered healthful lunch 
1:00 pm - "Exercises to maintain balance, flexibility 
and strength as we age" 
As you can see, these are timely topics we can all learn 
more about. Please call or visit our Parish Office to 
make your reservation ASAP. Projected cost is $10.00. 
Read the SPUR bulletin for more details. Coordinator 
is Ruth Hoffman, Parish Nurse: (434-6081). 
 

CHUCK WAGON Calendar of events: 

March 14: Gala St. Patrick's Day Luncheon at Kohler 
April 19: Cards/Games Party, Charles Borromeo Room 
May: Dayton Aviation Trail Tour  

June 1: Dayton Dragons Baseball - Only 75 tickets ($11) 

Watch for details of all these exciting parish activities. 

 

Renew your Spiritual Life: Copies of The 2012-
2013 Saint Meinrad Archabbey brochure 
of Retreats are now available in our 
Parish Library. Many new midweek and 
weekend retreats have been added this 
year. The Archabbey Guest House and 

Retreat Center in southern Indiana has 31 spacious 
rooms with twin beds in each room. "Having the 
opportunity to attend Mass and Divine Office with the 
monastic community enhances these retreats. With so 
much trouble in the world, many Christians feel a real 
need to connect with spiritual values." Br. Maurus 
Zoeller, OSB, Retreat Director/Guestmaster. 
 
 

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS TO SHAW MINISTRY 
“What a delightful surprise to be presented with one of 
your beautiful creations! And the shawl is more than 
beautiful, the 
love so 
graciously 
stitched into 
it and the 
warmth it 
provides are 
wonderful 
reminders of 
our 
community in 
Christ.” This 
is a direct quote from a parishioner and one of many 
grateful thank you notes received. 
The Shawl Ministry is beginning its 8th year. To date, 
1,298 items have been distributed to parish members, 
St. Vincent Hotel, Moraine Nursing Home, Right-to-
Life walk in Washington D.C, retirees at the VA 
center, Christ Child Layette, Children’s Hospital, Twin 
Towers and Kettering Hospital’s Christmas Project for 
2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011. 
On January 9 there was a birthday party for those 
coming to the morning meeting! The evening group 
also celebrated the holidays and birthday anniversary 
of the Shawl Ministry. These are a few of our faithful 
members. We also have numerous people who knit 
and/or crochet at home for us. Thank you to all who 
contribute! 
We welcome new members at our 9:15 am morning 
session in the Parish Library and at our 7:00 pm 
evening session in the Hospitality Room on the second 
Monday of each month. Please join us. For more 
information call the Parish Office at 433-7682. 
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Forty-six years ago I, Sr. JoAnne, was 
missioned to St. Charles to teach 6

th
 grade. At 

that time the school accommodated children in 
grades 4-8. Since the primary grade children attended the 
public school, they were required to participate in a 
weekly catechetical program and a three week summer 
Day Camp. In addition to teaching 6

th
 grade, coordinating 

the catechetical programs became my additional 
responsibility. That first summer, over 600 children came 
to the Day Camp which was held on the property. They 
continued to come to the weekly sessions. Coordinating 

such a program was a challenge! 
However, many dedicated 
parishioners came forth to offer 
their services. A volunteer staff of 
over 60 teachers, teacher aides, 
secretaries, and students showing 
A-V materials, playing guitars, etc. 
enabled the parish to provide a 
multi-experiential program. 

Fr. Gilligan & Mary Zimmerman Bently 
 

Fr. Gilligan was the great supporter of the CCD program, 
and spared no expense. Weekly he would visit each of the 
classrooms giving the children a “Password” pertinent to 
their lessons. 
 

From that first staff, Joan Collins taught for 30 years, 
Joan Sherman for 21 years. Julie Krautman was drafted to 
help in the office which she continues even today in the 
Faith Formation office. Erin Connair Fanning, a second 
grader at the time, assisted her mom as an aide, later 
becoming the “traveling” visual-aide person and now is 
the parish Coordinator of Sacramental Preparation. 
 

After coordinating this Catechetical program for nine 
years, I moved to St. Henry parish where I served for 24 
years. Upon retirement, I returned to St. Charles as a 
volunteer. What a gift and tremendous experience it has 
been for me to be able to return to St. Charles as a 
volunteer, meet former students, and be with friends who 
nourished and helped me throughout these past 46 years.  
 

 
Sr. JoAnne (Sr. Marie Timothy) with one of her first 6th grade classes and 
William Madden, teacher.                                   Picture from Mary Dorsten 

 

I, Erin Fanning, am a firm believer in 
the fact that our lives have a pattern and 
a purpose. Sometimes I can’t see the 
pattern, and sometimes I don’t want to. 
But I place my trust in the fact that God 
can see the Big Picture and take me to 
where I need to be. Recently, as part of 
the 50

th
 anniversary reminiscences, Sr. 

JoAnne asked me to come up with my “Top 10” favorite 
memories from my years at St. Charles. Putting down 
those memories helped me to see the pattern God has 
woven through my life over the last 40 years. I’d like to 
share some of that pattern with you here: 
 

The first bullet point I gave Sr. JoAnne was “receiving 
my First Communion from Fr. Haemmerle”. When I 
remind Fr. Haemmerle of this now, he asks me, “How 
long has it been? About 15 years, right?” (Seriously, I 
wonder how it could have been 40 years ago!). Second on 
the list was being invited by one of my classmates to stay 
after school and be an aide for the CCD program. I hadn’t 
known what I was getting into at the time, but I ended up 
volunteering all the way through my 8

th
 grade year.  

 
Looking back now, those 4 years as a CCD aide seem a 
blur of showing filmstrips (does anyone else remember 
“Kree finds the way”?) and running errands. But I 
distinctly remember the day the Xenia tornado hit while 
CCD was in session (another bullet point). Poor Sr. 
JoAnne! She was trying to keep us all inside where it was 
safe, but those golf ball sized hail stones were too much 
to resist! Fast forward to the early 1980s, and I was back 
at the St. Charles CCD office again, but this time I was a 
college student volunteering as a teacher.  
 
Eventually, I moved on with schooling and my career; I 
taught high school and was a youth minister. I got 
married and because my husband was in the military, we 
brought each of our children back to St. Charles to be 
baptized. Through the grace of God, we were stationed 
here and inevitably I found myself back at St. Charles 
teaching CCD again (yet another bullet point). It’s funny 
how clear the pattern becomes, isn’t it? God has been 
leading me where He has needed me to be in order to 
serve Him best. I praise Him for being in charge, because 
I know He is doing a much better job than I ever could!  
 
So here’s the last bullet point: I am blessed to be working 
here as a Coordinator of Sacramental Preparation (and 
I’m still teaching CCD). I am helping 2

nd
 graders prepare 

for their First communion, many of whom are receiving it 
from Fr. Haemmerle. The pattern has come full circle. I 
wonder what the “Top 10” list for the next 50 years will 
look like! 
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                         FEBRUARY 2010 CALENDAR  

Wednesday, February 1  
12:30-2:30pm Red Paper Lecture Series            WHCR 
7-8:30 pm Lamb’s Supper CR 

Thursday, February 2 
9:15-11:30am Scripture Study CR 
7-8:30 pm Social Justice CBR 

Friday, February 3 

8:30 am All School Mass C 
9-10:30am Eucharistic Adoration DC 
9:30-11:00 am Recovery PL 
7-8:00 pm Holy Hour for Vocations DC 

Saturday, February 4 

9-10:00am Zumba WH 

Sunday, February 5  
8:00 am-12N Koffee Klatsch CR 
9-10:00 am Fair Trade Coffee/St. V sign-up AT 
9-10:00am RCIA Dismissal PL 
9 & 10:45 Mass Children’s Liturgy of the Word DC 
6-8:00pm Jr. High CCD WH 
6:30-9:00 pm Young Adult Volleyball PAC 
7-9:00pm DOCK YR 

Monday, February 6 
7-8:30pm Faith & Light Meeting CBR 

Tuesday, February 7 

8:30am All School Mass C 
4-5:15 pm CCD WH 
7-8:00pm RCIA CBR 
7:30-9:00 pm Prayer Group DC 
7:30-9:00pm Recovery WHCR 

Wednesday, February 8 
1-2:30pm Red Paper Lecture Series            WHCR 
7-8:30 pm Lamb’s Supper CR 

Thursday, February 9 
9:15-11:30am  Scripture Study CR 
7-7:30 pm Family Rosary DC 

Friday, February 10  

9:30-11:00 am Recovery PL 

Saturday, February 11 
9-5:00pm Women’s Retreat C 
9-10:00am Zumba WH 
5:00 pm Blood Pressures PL 

Sunday, February 12 
 St. Vincent casserole drop-off 
8-12 noon Blood Pressures PL 
9-10:00 am RCIA Dismissal PL 
9 & 10:45 Mass Children’s Liturgy of the Word DC 
10-11:15  Children’s RCIA              BR 
6-8:00pm Jr. High CCD WH 
7-9:00pm DOCK YR 

Monday, February 13 
9:15-11 am Shawl Ministry BR 
7-8:00pm Shawl Ministry HS 
7-8:00 pm St. Vincent DePaul Meeting BR 

Tuesday, February 14 
8:30am All School Mass C 
4-5:15pm CCD WH 
7-8:00pm RCIA CBR 
7:15-9:00 pm Catholic Men’s Fellowship PL 
7:30-9:00 pm Recovery WHCR 

Wednesday, February 15   
1-2:30pm Red Paper Lecture Series WHCR 
7-8:00 pm Lamb’s Supper HR 
7-8:30 pm Evening on Annulments CBR 

Thursday, February 16 
9-11:00am Respect Life Meeting  PL 
9:15-11:30am Scripture Study  CR 

Friday, February 17 
9:30-11:00 am Recovery PL 

Saturday, February 18 
9-10:00 am Zumba WH 

Sunday, February 19 

9:00 Mass Baptisms (2) C/AT 
9-10:00am RCIA Dismissal             PL 
9 & 10:45 Mass Children’s Liturgy of the Word         DC          
10-11:15 am RCIA Children BR 
6:30-9:00 pm Young Adult Volleyball PAC 

Monday, February 20 President’s Day 
Tuesday, February 21 `` No 

RCIA/No CCD 
7:30-9:00 pm Recovery WHCR 

Wednesday, February 22 ASH WEDNESDAY 

 Ash Wednesday Masses:  6:00 & 8:30 am, 4:00 & 7:00 pm 

8:30-9:15am All School Mass              C 
1-2:30pm  Red Paper Lecture Series            WHCR 

Thursday, February 23 
9:15-11:30am Scripture Study        CR 
7-8:30 pm A Walk through the Mass CBR 

Friday, February 24  
9:30-11:00 am Recovery PL 
6:15 pm Soup Supper CBR 
7-7:30 pm Stations of the Cross C 

Saturday, February 25 
9-10:00 am Confirmation Retreat C 
9-10:00 am Zumba PAC 
5:00 Mass L.I.G.H.T. Mass C 

Sunday, February 26 First Sunday of Lent 
9-10:00am RCIA Dismissal PL 
9 & 10:45Mass Children’s Liturgy of the Word DC 
10-11:15am Children’s RCIA BR 
3-6:00 pm Eucharist Adoration DC 
6-8:00pm Jr. High CCD WH 
7-9:00pm DOCK YR 

Monday, February 27 
6:30-7:30 pm Adult Faith CR 
6:30-7:30 pm Welcome Committee HR 
6:30-7:30 pm Worship Commission CR 
6:30-7:30 pm Youth Commission YR 
7:30-8:00 pm Evensong C 
8-9:00 pm Parish Council CR 

Tuesday, February 28 

8:30 am All School Mass C 
4-5:15pm CCD YR 
7-8:00pm RCIA CBR 
7:15-9:00 pm Catholic Men’s Fellowship PL 
7:30-9:00 pm Recovery WHCR 

Wednesday, February 29   
12:30-2:30pm Red Paper Lecture Series WHCR 
7-8:30 pm Lamb’s Supper CR 








Palms to Ashes 


      
      
        




       
         
      

    





Ash Wednesday - February 22 –  
Mass Schedule with Distribution of Ashes 



 

Lenten Practices and Obligations 





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  
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
     
   
      
      
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     


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